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A CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY IN SOUND 
N6irin Ni Riain, soprano 
Micheal O'Suilleabhain, piano 
A~isted by: 
Carol McAmis, soprano 
Ithaca College Women's Chorale 
Janet Galvan, conductor 
Select String Orchestra 
String Fiddlers 
Selections to be chosen from the following: 
Instrumental: 
Compositions and arrangements on Irish Traditional Themes 
by Micheal O'Suilleabhain 
Between Worlds 
Chrisunas Eve 
Ah! Sweet Dancer 
Carolan's Farewell to Music 
Woodbrook 
Oiche Nollag 
Eleanor Plunket 
Vocal: 
N6irin Ni Riain with the Ithaca College Women's Chorale 
Entrance: 0 Viridissima Virga by Hildegrad von Bingen (1098-1179) 
Basso More by Mira Bai Rajasthani medieval saint 
Sacred Child with Carol McAmis by Micheal O'Suilleabhain 
Look In by Micheal O'Suilleabhain 
The River and the Ocean by Micheal O'Suilleabhain 
Ford Hall Auditorium 
Wednesday, February 14, 1996 
8:15 p.m. 
( 
( 
( 
Singing in a personal style unique to herself, N6irin Ni Riain represents the 
confluence of several traditions including traditional, classical, and contemporary. 
Yet her singing defies categorization. She is not a traditional singer although 
the song tradition of Ireland forms the essential basis of her art. She is not a 
classical singer although she has trained as one and has inspired no less than 
three of the great composers of this century just passing-John Cage, Karlheinz 
Stockhausen, and John Tavener (Tavener in fact wrote his opera Mary of Egypt 
directly out of her lamentation singing). She is not a contemporary singer in a 
popular vein although she is linked by sentiment to the heart of such expression. 
It is in fact so much easier to list what she is not rather than to find the word for 
what she is. 
Here then lies the secret. It is because she is all of these voices that she cannot 
be locked into any one of them. And at the meeting of these musical waters is 
the intersection where she will be heard. Those who are explorers of sound 
recognize the unique cry of her voice-Cage, Stockhausen, and Travener 
included. 
Rather than being the waters themselves she is the bird who flies close above the 
wave-now the skylark with its thrilling note, now the bird of prey with its 
cruel real swoop, now the noble eagle with its proud wingspan. Shape-changing 
from bird to lamentation woman, from crone to queen, into priestess and temple 
singer, and on through a bewildering gallery of sonic images-the song of a 
16th century Rajasthani saint moves into an Indian film song, the chant of a 
12th century German Abbess merges with the visionary song of a contemporary 
Swiss mystic, the nature songs of Celtic tradition from the very countryside 
where she was born break open into the seamless gesture of Gregorian chant. 
For N6irin Ni Riain, singing is a form of prayer which reaches out from the 
deepest personal well of feeling into the Spirit' s flow. It is a crying into the 
wind, it is the triumph over the storm, it is the sweet breath of peace. Above all 
else, it is a listening. 
Micheal O'Suilleabhain is especially well known for his development of a 
unique Irish piano style, and for his orchestral composition and arrangements 
which blend Irish and Classical sounds within a world music context. Since 
1987 six compact disc recordings of his compositions have been released: The 
Dolphin's Way, Oileanllsland, Casadh/Turning, Gaiseadh/Flowing, Lumen, and 
Between Worlds-all on the VentureNirgin label. 
He devised, wrote, and presented the Hummingbird television series, A River of 
Sound-The Changing Course of Irish Traditional Music, which was broadcast 
on BBC and RTE in February 1995. 
His composition Lumen was commissioned by RTE for Eurovision '95 and 
was performed live before a television audience of three hundred million in May 
of 1995. In 1994 Micheal O'Suilleabhain was appointed Professor of Music at 
the University of Limerick where he has set up "The Irish World Music Centre" 
which concerns itself with research and innovation in Irish and Irish-related 
music world-wide. 
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